
Honors English I - Kennedale High School
Reading during the summer months helps maintain reading fluency, builds vocabulary, and
enhances comprehension. Athletes, musicians, and dancers know that if they did not practice their
skills for several months, their skills might diminish. The same applies to reading. Research shows

that if you do not read for several months, you
lose some of your skill.

Current research shows that giving students
choice in selecting their summer reading books:
● Has a significant impact on their academic
success;
● Encourages the joy of reading;
● And combats summer reading loss and
promotes reading development. Students
enrolled in English I Honors are required to read
a book of their choice this summer from their
grade level title list . By completing summer
reading, students will deepen their close reading
and analysis skills—skills that are extremely
important to being successful in Honors/AP
English.

English/Language Arts/Reading Teachers, Librarians, and Administrators from multiple
schools/districts collaborated to determine the reading list. Books were chosen based on the
following criteria:
● Appropriate topics and readability for independent summer reading;
● High interest for students at the designated grade level;
● Literary merit/promotes rich discussion and literary analysis;
● Aligns to grade level thematic subject.

Please note that some of the books on these lists may contain mature language or situations. While
giving students choice is designed to make the reading more fun for students, it will be important
for parents to be involved in book selections. Parents and students will want to preview their
potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right fit” for the student. One
quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites like Barnes & Noble,
Amazon, or Goodreads.com.

Students may check out their choice book from the public library or purchase the book from
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Half Price Books, or other booksellers. Students in English I Honors are
highly encouraged to annotate their book to help them develop good reading habits and
comprehend the text. Annotation directions and question stems have been provided. Thank you for
supporting reading and creating lifelong learners in our students.

-Mrs. Erin Strange
Honors English I, English IV, ESL Email Address: strangee@kisdtx.net



SUMMER READING 2021 - English I Honors
Common Thematic Subject: Coming of Age

English I Honors students will study texts with themes surrounding the subject of coming of age.

Students will be required to read TWO novel selections this summer.
1) All students are required to read the classic novel, To Kill a Mockingbird.

2) Additionally, students will select one of the choice novels listed to read/annotate as well.
*Summer Assignments will accompany the readings and will be posted on the SR Google Classroom.

REQUIRED READING:
To Kill a Mockingbird

by Harper Lee

Assignment Due: June 30

CHOICE #1:
The Book Thief

By Markus Zusak

*New Addition*

CHOICE #2:
The Hobbit

by J.R.R. Tolkien

*New Addition*

CHOICE #3:
A Separate Peace
by John Knowles

“4 out of 5 stars” - Class of 2022 & 2023

CHOICE #3:
The Secret Life of Bees

by Sue Monk Kidd

*FAN FAVORITE-CLASS OF 2023*

CHOICE #4:
Okay For Now

by Gary D. Schmidt

“5 out of 5 stars” - Class of 2022 & 2023

2nd Book Choice Assignment: Due First Day of School (Bring book)



English I Pre-AP - Summer Reading 2021 Annotation Guide

Annotating keeps the reader engaged with the text. It is highly encouraged (BUT OPTIONAL) that you
annotate your summer reading book to help you to truly connect with the book and retain what you learn
along the way. When you return to school, these annotations will help you when you are completing your
summer reading project.  While you are reading, use one or more of these strategies to mark the book and
include your thoughts and questions. If you prefer, use sticky notes or a notebook with the book’s page
numbers to make your annotations instead of writing in the margins. ***If you are reading an e-book, you
can record your annotations with page numbers in a notebook.

How to annotate?
➔ Write comments to ask questions, relate to characters, make connections to the grade level thematic
subject (coming of age), make connections to other texts, and/or world events, etc.
➔ Write comments about the novel’s thematic subject, characters, author’s style, plot, word choice, or
literary elements.
➔Annotation (when reading for enjoyment) should be seamless, not stressful...when a thought comes into
your mind, you jot it down.  You shouldn’t need to search for things to comment on and you don’t have to
comment on EVERYthing that pops in your head.  If you connect, you connect, and if you don’t, continue on
with your reading.

Suggested annotation strategies:
➔ Star any passages that are very important: events, decisions, or relationships.
➔ Underline any sentences that made you think or appealed to you and describe your thinking.
➔ Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the book to define later.
➔ Put a question mark by areas that you were confused about/did not fully understand to ask in discussion.
➔ Bracket any sentences that exemplify the thematic subject, author’s style, literary elements, or word
choice. Write your thoughts about it.

Suggested sentence stems for annotation:

● This part conveys the theme and/or thematic subject
because…
● This part about ____ makes me wonder ____ because…
● I was surprised that…
● These are similar because…
● This is similar to ____ because…
● This character makes me think of
● These are different because…
● What would happen if …
● This section about ____ means…
● The author says to convey…
● What does the author mean by ____
● After reading this paragraph, I can now predict that because…
● After reading this paragraph, I can now understand why
because…

● The character is like ____ because…
● The author included this because….
● This setting reminds me of ____ because….
● This is good because…
● I noticed…
● This is confusing because…
● Now I understand ____ because ….
● This character did ____ because…
● This character is connected to ____ because….
● The conflict in this scene is…
● The author develops this character by…
● The author uses ____ in order to…
● I wonder…  or   Why did...
● The author’s use of description shows that ____



**To Clarify, on top of the required novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, students are
READING and ANNOTATING one novel of their choice this summer and the
annotation is OPTIONAL whereas the Dialectical Journal that they will complete is
Required and will be due on the first day of school.

Plagiarism: In order to fully prepare our students for expectations at the AP/collegiate level,
plagiarism of any kind is unacceptable. In student’s terms, plagiarism would be copying and
pasting the question in Google and then copying text from websites or copying “ideas” by merely
changing a few words/combining texts/answers from multiple sites together and then using them
as their own.  I tend to have issues with plagiarism on summer reading assignments every year due
to either lack of knowledge or lack of work ethic. Always choose to reach out to the teacher first for
help before choosing the path of cheating/plagiarism.

There will be an Honors/AP Contract that students/parents will sign at the beginning of the year
that states that students can be removed from the course/program if they are found to
plagiarize/lack integrity with their work, so I hope we can all start off with strong integrity in our
character and work ethic.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM:

**Please join the HONORS English I Summer Reading Google Classroom in order to get
resources, communication, and journal/writing assignments over the summer in
preparation for the new school year.  ALL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE POSTED/SUBMITTED
THROUGH GOOGLE CLASSROOM.

Classroom code to join: k18ym5

REMIND 101
Use the following link to sign up for Remind 101 to get updates and reminders during the
summer.  This is the same link that students will use during the school year as well.  This is
meant for student communication, but parents are welcome to join.  This is a one-way
communication, therefore, students will not be able to respond via Remind.  If they need to
communicate, they may do so through email or Classroom private comments.

Link: https://www.remind.com/join/gheggag
OR

Text 81010 with the message @gheggag

https://www.remind.com/join/gheggag

